
LOCKED I! A CUR.
Stole a Ride to View the

Scenery, but Trainmen
Played a Joke,

Boys Were Prisoners in a Dark
Box Car for a Day

Without Food.

Cut Their Way C^it at Last and Headed
Homeward, Trudging the

Last Eight Miles.

WOEFUL TALE OF HARD LUCK.

Police Kept a Watch on the Lads When
They Returned, but the Whole Fotce

Couldn't Have Made Them
Try It Again.

The seven boys who ran away from their
homes in Jersey City on Tuesday morning
ate their breakfasts at home yesterday.
The majority, however, did not sit at the
family table. Because of the prevailing
form of parental discipline in Jersey City
they preferred to stand up>
According to the sad tale told by the

boys, they had the hardest lnek in the ex¬

perience of young America. After boarding
a Jersey Central train from the crossing
they were shifted to the Lehigh Valley
freight yards, Ralph Benedict, the leader,
an adventuresome lad of fourteen years,
whose mother is in Germany to claim a

fortune of $70,000, then gave the order to
change cars, and the seven youngsters
climbed into an open box car of the Le¬
high A'alley line. It was then just break-
trig day.
There was Charley Freeth, just as high

Bs a potato barrel, dressed in a neat knick-
prbocker suit and happy as on a birthday:
Willie Iteilly, a fourteen-year-old lad
called Mickey, who Wouldn't till out the
average messenger boy's uniform; George
Stretch. thirteen years old; the Burden
brothers, Willie and Frank, aged ten and
fifteen: Willie Green, a round-faced little
rhap, who left a good home for the freight
far, and Ralph Benedict, the leader.
While they were waiting for the train

lo start, Ralph pictured the beauties of the
tJoldcn Gate.

Not So Awful Jolly.
"We'll ."hrrvvi^*~^hiritmjs^tnne7rrTi'».' said.

Hid just then a brnkeman came along»aiut
.losed the box car door. That darkened
the car. There wasn't even a bit of moon¬

light shining through a crack. The boys
hadn't counted on that kind of adventure.
They could hear two men 011 the outside
talking.

"It will teach them a lesson." said one-
ol' the men.

.'That's right," said the other. "We'll
just let '( in be there. By the time they
get to Knston mebbi- they'll be tired steal¬
ing a ride."

"<ih. please let us out; we'll never do it
again!" cried a piping voic#, but the rail¬
road men simply laughed In response.
Pretty soon ihe train started. It was a

sl<\v freight, and was not equipped with
wir brakes. The jolting was a good appe¬
tizer, but the boys had forgotten all about
bringing a lunch. They hadn't even l\nd
breakfast. In fact, everything was un¬

satisfactory. for they were not even view¬
ing the scenery that Benedict had said was

great.
Finally, in desperation, a proposition to

break out of the car was made. An effort
to do so was made, but the builder had
done a good job of it when he constructed
that car. Ralph Benedict then recollected
thai he had a penknife in his pocket, and
he determined to cut his way out. He is
an original little cliap. and he hit 011 an

original Idea. He whittled a hole just back
of the lock in the car door, and. after an
hour's work, had a place big enough to get
his hand through. Then he reached out,
lifted the bolt that held the latch, and
opened the door.
The train was then pulling into a town

that the boys believe was Kaston. l'a. It
was getting dusk. The juvenile travellers
thought It must be Saturday night. As a
matter of fact, it was Tuesday, and they
had been prisoners for about twelve hours.

Escape at I-asit.
When the speed of the train slackened

the juvenile travellers jumped out and can¬

vassed the neighborhood for something to
«»at. About 7 o'clock tlicy boarded another
train that, they thought would land them in
.lersev Cltv. It took them to Perth Amboy
instead. From there they went to South
Plainfield, and then to Waverly. it was
late Wednesday evening when they got to
Waverly. There wasn't a train in sight.
"Let's walk." said one of the lads.
"Let's," echoed the others, and they

started.
From Waverly to Jersey City it is eight

mi'es br the railroad tracks. The seven

young Americans trudged over the ties
ihe entire distance, and they ail got in
for breakfast.
The police kept an eye on some of the

bovs yesterdav. and took one or two of
hem home, but that was unnecessary.

Police couldn't drive the youngsters out of
the city now.

BOY BANDITS CAPTURED.
Members of a Gang Operating Near Wilkes-

barre Came to Grief.One Youth
Makes a Clean Breast.

Wflkesbarre, Pa., Dec. 10..A band of
youthful highwaymen, who have been ter¬

rorizing the lower end of the county, was

broken Up to-day by the arrest of six of its
most active members.Joseph Barnick,
aged twelve years; Thomas Boyle, aged
thirteen; Dennis Boyle, aged sixteen; Hugh
Mc.Dyer, aged fifteen: James Fox, aged sev¬

enteen: Daniel McGee, aged twelve. The
capture of this remarkable band was ef¬
fected by Detpctive Sewall. The boys
were all taken direct from the breaker In
which they worker, and, begrimed with coal
dust, were inarched before Alderman Lau-
bach for a hearing, during which their
deeds of daring were made public.
For some time reports of highway rob¬

beries have been made, and suspicion point¬
ed to the boys. Adam Itohrback, a ped-
ler. was stopped on the road near .Teddo
yesterday by boys and robbed. He recog¬
nized McDyer as one of the robbers. Tilts
led to the arrest of the gang.
The McGee boy made a clean breast of

his connection with the pang. He told how
on Monday they waylaid, beat and robbed
' .ewls Rods maker, another p»dler. They
ailed his rnofth witn cinders and left hitii
unconscious <-u the trolley track. Rock-
maker's condition is critical. Another hear
trig will be given tne boys to-morrow.

9AN6 OF YOUNG THIEVES.
Little Harry McGuire and Peter

Lynch Accuse Their Lead¬
ers in Court.

PREYED ON HARLEM SHOPKEEPERS.

"He's do leader o' de gang," said little
Harry McGuire, in the Harlem Police
Court, yesterday.
"He put up de jobs an' we does most 0/

em," young l'der Lyfich declared.
Both boys pointed at John Lenehan, a

prisoner like themselves, and Lenehan
scowled at them. Lenehan is sixteen years
old. and lives at Xo. 1927 Second avenue.
Policeman Brown, of the East Elghty-
eiglitli Street Station, arrested him on

Wednesday night. The youthful burglar
had broken open, with a jimmy, a chewing
gum slot machine before Leo I'illoch's
cigar store, Xo. 1537 Third avenue. lie
was pocketing the pennies when Brown
caught hiin.
Henry McGuire is twelve years old; Peter

Lynch is thirteen, and both live in Harlem.
Detectives Matter and Hannon, of the East
One Hundred and Fourth Street Station,
arrested them for robbing Mrs. Ella Braun-
stein's candy shop on Third avenue on

Tuesday night. They and some orlter boys
pretended to want candy, and stole pocket-
knives from the show case. When Mrs.
Braunstein saw John Lenehan in court, she
exclaimed:

. That's the big fellow who was with
iltese boys! That's the boy who stole the
knives!"

'1 lien McGuire and Lynch confessed. The
police have long suspected the existence of
a gang of small thieves who preyed on the
shopkeepers of upper Third avenue. They
think Lenehan really is "de leader o' dc
ganjr." He was held for trial. Harry
\IcGuire and Peter Lynch were held for
examination, and committed to the care of

j 1 he Gerry Society.

HEMLOCK PARTS FRIENDS.

I Plank Fence Twenty-Five Feet High Erected
Because One Man's Boy Threw a

Stone at Another Man's Son.

Yonkers. X. Y., Dec. 10.- Until a few
weeks ago the families of Thomas J. Cal-
Ian. agent for the Great Atlantic and
Pacific Tea Company; and Michael Hard¬
ing lived on the best of neighborly terms
in Downing street. Mr. Gallic) owns the
house Xo. 125, and Mr. Harding resides 011

the first floor of an apartment house at Xo.
127. A low, ornamental picket fence di¬
vided tlit* two lots.
Johnnie Harding, who was recently put

in trousers, will Im> an actor some day, for
he is constantly imitating Jefferson De
Angel is, vho lives in the vicinity. He is
charged with having thrown a stone with
deadly intent, at Joachem Oallan the day
before Thanksgiving.
Mr. Oallan went before City Judge Kel¬

logg and obtained a warrant for the ar¬
rest of the Infant Harding. When the
case was called the offending youngster,
hidden beneath the skirts of his distressed
mother, peeked forth, .ind the Judge cried:
"Thai child throw a stone? Take him

home."
Mr. Oallan called on Carpenter Brady

and ordered a hemlock fence, twenty-five
feet high, between the Oallan and Harding
homes.
The fence is up and it shuts out the light

of day from the Oallan residence, but takes
no sun from the IlardlngS. Mr. Oallan
would not relent, but proposed that Hard¬
ing apologize. "Then the fence comes
down." he said.
"Xay." exclaimed Mr. Harding, and the

fence stands.
"I don't want notoriety," said Mr. Oal¬

lan. "Tf other people want it they can
have it."

r.

GETS HIS SEAT.

Ambitious Little Boy
Befriended by the

Journal.

Lawrence Dinkcl-

speil is ten years old.
When lie was six

years old his mother
took him to Grammar
.School No. SO, which
Is at Lexington ave¬

nue and Ninety-sixth
street, near the home
'f the family. In Oc¬
tober of this year the
family moved to No.
1813 Lexington ave¬

nue, and Lawrence
who had climbed in
four years through
t li e six primary
grades and into the
sevon .t li grammar
grade, had to give up
his school.
When the Diukel-

*peils decided to move
into a better house
they had no doubt
that the boy would be
able to get into an¬

other school in the
vicinity of their new
home. On October 21
Mrs. Dinkolspeil took
him to the school on

One Hundred and
Tenth streev. between
Second and Third ave¬

nues. There was no

room for him in the
seventh grade, nor in
the eighth. There
were forty-one boys
on the excluded list
when Lawrence's
name was registered.
Ells mother then took
him to the school on

One Hundred and
Twenty-fifth street.
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THE tHEWiNC? GtiM MA&IT LED TO HK> t>OWN PALU

HE LOST A YEAR
Lack of School Room

Sets Hini Back
in Studies.

between Second and
Third avenues, where
he was placed in the
ilgbth grammar grade
for half a day. but
the school was tot
crowded, the princi¬
pal found, and Law¬
rence had to give up
his jseat.
After that the boy

ipplied every Tuesday
and Thursday to the
school at One Hun-
.lred and Tenth street,
and was always re¬
fused admission to
either the seventh or
..Ighth grade. Yester¬
day he was admitted
to the eighth grade.
He had written to the
Journal, and the dis¬
trict attendance offi¬
cer had made au in¬
vestigation. He found
a vacancy or made
one. It did not mat¬
ter which. The point
that does matter is
that Lawrence, who
wants to learn, is at
last provided with an

opportunity.
He had to go back

one grade, however.
He is in the eighth,
although he had
achieved the seventh
In the Ninety-sixth
street school, and bad
he remained there
would have been pro¬
moted to the sixth in
February. He has lost
nearly a year in grad¬
ing bec&use of the
overcrowding of the
schools.

BOGUS YELLOW KID JfilLEO.
Gilbert Simpson, a Mulatto Boy,

of Brooklyn, Plays
the Role.

HE IS HELD FOR THE TRUANT'S HOME.

Clad in a sweater of bright saffron hue,
Gilbert Simpson played the role of "The
Yellow Kid of Chinatown" in Mott and
Doyers streets until arrested by Agents
King and Murray of the Gerry Society.
Gilbert is au eleven-year-old mulatto boy,

liviii" at No. 184<> Sixteenth street. Brook¬
lyn, but he has left home four times to pose
as tht- "Yellow Kid of Chinatown."
In the Centre Street Police Court yester¬

day morning the Gerry agents asked Magis¬
trate Flammer to reinand the boy to the
society in order that he uiay be taken be¬
fore a Brooklyn court and remanded to the
Truants' Home in that city. The request
was granted.
Gilbert lives with his aunt i'n Brooklyn,

but the "yellow kid" fever was too strong
to allow him to enjoy the comforts of a

home. His yellow garment and the gen¬
eral likeness he bore to the published por¬
traits gave Simpson his name and made
him envied of all the other kids in China¬
town. So much has been mad'1 of the lit¬
tle mulatto boy that lie really imagined
himself the original "yellow kitl" and was

gaining fame if not riches on the strength
of it.
Gilbert was carrying home a package for

one of his Chinese friends when Agent King
overhauled him. King had taken ihe boy
off the streets on previous occasions and
saved him from some public institution on

promises of better behavior, but Gilbert is
doomed this time, and Chinatown y.iil lose
Its "yellow kid." The boy's father lives in
Washington. !>. C.. and his mother is a

domestic in tills city.

CACHUCA PLEASED THEM.

Except St. Michaei's Older Members, All Ad¬
mired Daisy McGcnnness's

Dancing.
The good people of St. Michael's Church

have had the happiness to see the cftcliuea
and the bolero. "Crawford's Claim," a

three-act drama, was presented by the am¬
ateur actors of the Holy Name Society of
Hie church. Between the acts of the drama
Miss Daisy McGuinness danced in the style
that Carmencita illustrated with so much
grace.

"Click, click." Miss Daisy's caetenets
sounded and she skipped about the stage
with an abandon that did uot altogether
please the older women who saw her.
Her swaying skirts, her lithe movements,

the gay music to which she kept step great¬
ly delighted most of those in the audience,
and she was loudly applauded.

CHRISTMAS TREES SCARCE.

Importation Small This Year and Prices Will
Rule High.

Two hundred thousand Christmas trees
are piled along West street from Harrison
street north for several blocks. The'trees

are nearly all from Maine, and have ar¬

rived in the city iu the past few days.
The importation of trees this year is

25 per cent less than for several years back
apt] the price at wholesale and retail is con¬
siderably higher. Last year trees, four In
a bundle, sold for 50 cents a bundle: this
year they are worth Qo cents a bundle In
lots of twenty or more bundles t<> whole¬
salers and 75 cents to retailers. Two days
before Christmas last year scarcely a tree

could be had in the city. This season there
threatens to b.' a famine of trees upon
which Sauta Claus is expected to hang
presents.
Prices to retailers will be considerably

higher and trees large enough for festivals
and school celebrations will bring from
$8 to -?lo, as compared with from $3 to ST
last year. The trees this year are smaller
than for several years and will not aver¬

age more than five years in growth.

STRICKEN BLIi
1ST THREE YEARS.

Edna Goodfellow Was look¬
ing for a Doll When the

Light Went Out.

"It's All Dark; Me Tan't See," She

Doctors Puzzled by the Strange Malady
but Ascribe It to a Clot

Caused by a Fall.

SHE CRIES IN AGONY FOR LIGHT.

Cannot Understand the Biackness from Whicl-
Specialists Fear They Have

Not the Skill to Free
Her.

A sudden curtain of absolute darir s foil
without a moment's warning upon rue eyes
of little Edna Goodfellow. She is only
three years old, and the blindness which
has so unexpectedly overtaken her i«
strange and terrible to her.
Edna's father is John A. Goodfellow. a

baggage master for the Erie Railroad, and
the family live in a pretty home in Port
Jerris. Her mother sent Edna into the
drawing room on Sunday morning to find
somewhere in the room a new doll her papa
had bought the night before.
She skipped into the room, filled with joy.

A moment later Mrs. Goodfellow heard the
little one crying.

'"It's all dark. Me tan't see." wailed
Edna. Mrs. Goodfellow thought the shade*
of the window had not been raised. But
when she crossed the threshold, she saw

the little one standing in sufclight, but
groping uncertainly as though iu total
darkness.
The mother was at first inclined to think

the baby was pretending, but a glance into
the weeping and troubled face, the eyes
wide open, but unseeing, chilled her with
horror.
Mrs. Goodfellow clutched, the child to her

brrast and cried: "Look at me, look at me,
dear!"
Edna shook her head, tearful and wonder¬

ing. "Me tant see," she whimpered. ' Jt'»
all dark."
The family physician, Dr. Leany, uaa

summoned. He inquired into the probabl®
cause and learned that the child had fallen
the preceding day and struck on the back
of her head on the paving stones. She had
not seemed to be very much hurt at th«
time and did not even cry when her
mother raised and comforted her.

I)r. Leahy advised a thorough examina¬
tion by specialists in eye diseases iu this
city, and the Goodfellows brought the child
on Wednesday to the Manhattan Eye and

Cried, and Stood in
Sunshine.

Ear Hospital. A careful examination wan
made by several well-known specialists.
The doctors decided that the Injury was
caused primarily! by meningitis and they
ordered a treatment of large doses of iodide
of potassium and complete rest In bed. Tbe
concensus of opinion in' the clinic was that
rhe optic nerve had been irreparably In¬
jured.
After the consultation doctors and the

parents tried to explain to the little one
the nature of her loss, ,but she could not
understand the situation at all. and Is con¬
stantly in an agony of impatience for the
light again. Her parents fear the strain
may exhaust the child's strength and affect
her' mentally.

It is a very perplexing ease 10 the sur¬

geons, and one who discussed It said that
without antecedent conditions the fall the
child received on Saturday niisrht have pro¬
duced tho conditions that caused the blind¬
ness through a hemorrhage iu tbe brain
and a resultant pressun on the opti.'
nerves. There is a possibility ol' recovery
dependant on the correctness of his theory
and the absorbtion of the blood clot.

STABBED IN SELF-DEFENCE.

Boy Who Slashed Another's Cheek with a

Penknife Allowed to Go Free.
Joseph Chobotsky, fourteen years old. of

No. Jl.jtf Third avenue, was arraigned iu
Yorkville Court yesterday on a charge of
having stabbed Samuel Rothkugel. thirteen
years old. of No. 329 East Sixty-ninth
street, In the cheek, on Wednesday.
The boys attend school on East Sixty-

eighth street, between First and Second
avenues. Wednesday afternoon when Cho¬
botsky enme out of school he met Itothku-
gel and knocked tbe latter's books from
under bis arm, saying: "You don't dare to
light."
Kotbkugel was .-ifraid to do anything and

walked away. He got h band of boy*
together, and they followed Chobotsky. At
Sixty-eighth street and Second avenue,
they attacked Chobotsky who pulled out
a penknife and stabbed Rothkugel in the
right check, making a wound two indict
long. The other boys took the knif*
aw:iy from Chobotsky, who then run home.
Magistrate Crane discharged Ohobott-ky;

the boy having used the knife in self-d<-
fence.

TRUANTS HAULED TO COURT.

One Escaped on His Mother's Plea, An¬
other Was Punished-

Mrs. Mary E. Alger, of Xo. ft West Sixty,
fourth street, the truant officer, had several
parents and their childreD in Yorkville
Couri yesterday to have them explain why
their children were not attending school.
One of the parents was Mrs. Kale Hiiii.--

croom. of Xo. 42S West Fifty-fifth sir<'«".

whose nine-year-old son Peter did not iro to
school. Mrs. Alger told Magistrate Crane
Mrs. Bridegroom was insane.
Mrs. Bridegroom said her husband was a

sai'or aud had'just come ba^k from a lor.*
voyage. Her son had not been well lately,
but she promised to send hiai to seln>ol in
the future. Ou this promise she was dis¬
charged.

Cassal Cassita. ten years old. was sent
to the Juvenile Asylum on Mrs. Alger's
complaint, as in addition to being n truan;
from school he had lied to his parents aud
stolen from them.

A VAMABtE Tir.
Tlie icrent ChrixtuiaN rciit'on «

the Journal will be out next SnF
day. It Imp taken week* to prepn
tills magnificent paper, so that nh<
the first edition is exhausted a s«

ond is out of the <|tiention.
Order It to-day, or by to-morr

Ht the latest, or yen may be left

^
lui'uting' your 1'iek of foresight.


